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On Aug. 22, a foreign consulting consortium made up of French, Italian, and US firms released a
new study of Colombia's infrastructure, which concluded that the country's roads, ports, railways,
and air terminals are in such poor state that all efforts to improve Colombia's export capacity will be
futile without a concerted program of emergency repairs to infrastructure around the nation. Former
president Cesar Gaviria's administration contracted the Renardet-Hidrotec-Harris consortium to
carry out a complete review of the state of Colombia's infrastructure, and to make recommendations
on needed repairs or new construction projects to improve the country's export potential.
According to the study's conclusions, nearly all of Colombia's transportation-related infrastructure
is sorely outdated and often dilapidated. In addition, the local administrations in charge of running
land, sea, and air traffic suffer from crippling institutional, financial, technological, and operational
problems. "The lack of adequate infrastructure is practically neutralizing all of Colombia's
comparative export advantages with other countries, and the problem is beginning to limit all efforts
at sustained development in Colombia," read the report.
At the end of 1993, the International Airline Passengers Association released a lambasting
report that labelled Colombia the second most-dangerous country after India for air traffic due
to deplorable conditions at the country's cargo and passenger air terminals. The RenardetHidrotec-Harris study contains a detailed blueprint of needed repairs to upgrade the country's
infrastructure. The consortium estimates that the government will have to invest at least US$10
billion in development projects over the next 15 years, about half of which would be used to repair
roads and highways and construct essential access routes in isolated, but economically-important
zones
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